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the Democratic ticket, appealing directly to the voters' 

needs and aspirations. His callow charm offensive, cou

pled with the family fortune, guaranteed victory in 1946. 

Once in the House in Washington, Kennedy had an unre

markable start. One friend commented, 'Jack had been a 

fish out of water' who initiated no original legislation. 

Like most compatriots, he was a rabid anti-Communist 

who appreciated McCarthyist purges, approved greater 

defence spending and believed in the Truman Doctrine's 

dominoes theory. Kennedy was a product of the Cold War. 

Goaded by soaring ambition, he ran for the 

Massachusetts Senate in 1952, defeating veteran politi

cians and winning Protestant votes. His father's golden 

rule came in handy: 'It takes three things to win in pOlitics. 

The first is money, the second is money, and the third is 

money.' 

Kennedy as a Senator was relatively undistinguished. 

He married Jacqueline Bouvier to overcome the politically 

hurtful tag of playboy and expressed an interest in the 

Presidency as early as 1954. In 1956, he allegedly ghost 

wrote 'Profiles in Courage', which was awarded the 

Pulitzer Prize. This book rocketed his reputation onto the 

world stage. After losing a bid to the Vice Presidential 

Democratic nomination in the same year, he strategically 

planned a rising profile through speeches, articles and the 

social circuit. Kennedy was at home in the realms of glitz 

and pizzazz. 

In 1960, Kennedy trounced Hubert Humphrey for the 

Democratic Presidential nomination, carrying Catholic 

and Protestant votes. Former President Harry Truman 

remarked about the role of Kennedy's father in this victo

ry: 'Joe paid for everything.' Kennedy defeated 

Republican Richard Nixon narrowly in the November 

election, capitalising on televised debates and his hand
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some image of youthful vitality that suggested the dawn

ing of a new era. 

President Kennedy had a mixed record. He continued 

Eisenhower's disastrous policy of training insurgents to 

overthrow Fidel Castro in Cuba and ended up with egg on 

his face with the Bay of Pigs fiasco. His hardliner attitude 

against the USSR. deepened U.S. military involvement in 

the greatest American foreign policy Waterloo, Vietnam. 

The maturity and prescience with which he handled the 

Cuban missile crisis earned him the status of statesman, 

although some criticised his reckless bravado. 

On the domestic front, Kennedy and his brother, 

Attorney General Robert, championed the evolving civil 

rights movement. They invoked federal powers and got 

racially discriminatory mechanisms dismantled. One big 

vested interest that they ran into was the FBI, which resis

ted the entry of black officers. Kennedy tried guiding the 

racial equality agitation into softer channels, aware of the 

need to prevent polarisation of society and his own vote 

banks. He advanced liberalism by placing faith in govern

mental action to rectify social iniquities via the 'New 

Frontier' welfare package. 

In 1963, as Kennedy deliberated on 'How to get out of 

Vietnam', he was shot dead in Dallas. It was a supremely 

tragic event in American history, one that left harrowing 

questions for decades. Americans were scandalously 

cheated by the unsolved mystery of the conspiracy behind 

the killing. Such was the shock of Kennedy's passage that 

they never forgot what they were doing on that fateful day 

when 'JFK' was felled. Posthumously, he was immor

talised in books, films and the media, fulfilling the deep 

American sense of nostalgia for the Camelot vision he had 

conjured. 




